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Louise St John Howe  
PO Services, Unit 162298 
PO Box 7169  
Poole 
Dorset 
BH15 9EL 

By email only 

Planning Service 
Culture and Community 

Regeneration, Culture and Environment 
Medway Council 

Gun Wharf 
Dock Road 

Chatham 
Kent 

ME4 4TR 
Telephone: 01634 306000 

12 August 2026 

Dear Mr McCormack and Mr Hendley 

STATEMENTS OF COMMON GROUND 
Thank you for your Guidance Note (ref: MLP/ED13). I note paragraphs 27, 28 and 29 
regarding statements of common ground (SoCG), specifically the deadline of Thursday 13 
August to submit further SoCGs. I am writing to provide an update on the progress of all 
SoCGs. 
I set out the current position on updating submitted SoCGs and on finalising further SoCGs 
below. 
Submitted SoCGs 

1. The SoCG with Prescribed Bodies (ref: A12.1) has been updated.
o The Environment Agency is considering an appraisal of flood defences and

anticipates providing a response by 14 August. I will send this to you as soon
as possible and would like to request 27 August as a ‘longstop’ deadline.

2. I am pleased to have signed an update to the SoCG with National Highways (ref:
A12.2) which is attached to this letter.

3. Following a review of matters set out in the submitted SoCG with Maidstone Borough
Council (ref: A12.3), I consider there is no need to update this document. Please note
Maidstone Borough Council has withdrawn the emerging Gypsy, Traveller and
Travelling Showpeople Development Plan Document.

4. The SoCG with Kent County Council concerning Waste Management and Minerals
Supply (ref: A12.4) is the final version.

5. Following meetings with Thurrock Council on 14 November 2024 and 6 May 2025,
the Council issued an Initial Proposed SoCG concerning strategic waste
management to Thurrock Council, dated 2 June 2025 (ref: A12.5). The Council’s
planning officers have contacted Thurrock Council to request its response on five
occasions. If Thurrock Council responds, I will send this to you as soon as possible.
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